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Chapter     In this condition of public indifference to any foreign
XVL   issues which do not immediately touch the interests of
the Dominion, it is inevitable that Dominion foreign
policy should be mainly negative, or should consist in
accepting the views of the British Government where
these do not mean involving the Dominions in any
responsibilities. The attitude of the Dominions at the
Imperial Conference of 1926 to the Locarno Pacts
illustrates admirably the real attitude; the govern-
ments applauded the step taken which engaged the
British Government in the obligation to defend the
frontier between France, Belgium, and Germany, but
exempted the Dominions from obligation unless they
deliberately accepted it, but not one Dominion actually
did accept the obligation. Similarly the Dominions
adopted a purely negative attitude to the ingenious
plan of 1924 for strengthening the Covenant of the
League so as to avoid the possibility of war. One and
all feared that some obligation might be involved, and
the idea that the immigration issue might be brought
into international discussion completed their deter-
mination to oppose. Even in the minor case of the grant
of financial assistance to any power unjustly attacked,
Canada would not dream of accepting, though Australia
and the Irish Free State were more generous. In the
great disarmament conferences at Washington in 1921
and at London in 1930, as well as in the efforts made at
Geneva on the same account, the Dominions have been
content to act formally in accordance with the British
lead; the attraction to save their resources by allowing
Armaments to be reduced to a nominal basis has irre-
sistibly led to acceptance of the view that the British
Government and public should bear the burden of